St. Theresa Parish
455 North Benton St. Palatine, IL 60067
847-358-7760

The Second Sunday of Advent
December 4, 2011




Mass Intentions for This Week

Monday, December 5
6:30 Gonzalez Brothers & Lupe & Emma MoralE&amily
8:00 Gerlinda MussarMussar Family
Tuesday, December 6
6:30 Jake Ulrich Vanhavermaet Family
8:00 Jennifer McDevitt STS Faculty & Staff
Wednesday, December 7
6:30 Rev. John KobusSTS Office Staff
8:00 Louise & Christopher Niersbadob & Joyce Niersbach
7:00 PM Vigil of the Immaculate Conception
Thursday, December 8Feast of the Immaculate Conception
6:30 St. Theresa Purgatorial Society
8:00 Rita & Larry SchroederPam & Wally Wilk
7:00 PM For the intentions of Mary
Friday, December 9
6:30 Rev. John KobusMary Amirante
8:00 Frank Rice Bob & Rita O'Connor
Saturday, December 10
8:00 Multi-intention: Bernice Tokarz
5:00 Mitsuko Reschke Family
Sunday, December 11
7:00 John M. Damko Family
8:30 James CabayFamily
10:00 For Parishioners
11:30 Multi-intention: Rose Heil/ Thomas Weétof
John Olis/ Angelo loriatti
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Liturgical Schedule for Saturday and Sunday, Decemér 10 & 11  Ministers please noté= wash vessels after Mass

Saturday Sunday Sunday Sunday Sunday
Minister(s) 5:00 PM 7:00 AM 8:30 AM 10:00 AM 11:30 AM
CELEBRANT Fr. Jacek Msgr. Richard Fr. Paul Viatorian Fr. Gregg
DEACON Richard Pizzato Larry Schumacher
LECTOR Brian Feifar Ann Nelle Schwind | Greg Vogt Leo Miklius Paul Millewich
CANTOR Jean Dziedzic Bob Moffett Dave Reiser Alic&uevara Nora Gile
ACCOMPANIST Bob Moffett Bob Moffett Jack Graf Adult Choir Maureen Sherman
EUCHARISTIC Hansen P.* Goeden E.* McCarthy E.* Mayhen C.* McCain M.*
MINISTERS Owens N.* LaRusso J.* Hegg K&W.* Mullen T.* Towers J. *
Settergren L.* Russ D.* Kliarsky D. Adcock M.* Byrns R. *
Valliere P. Feifar A. Raupp N. Maniscalco A. Solans P&E.
lourio M. Feifar B. McCartney A. Oberbroeckling L. | O’Laughlin N.
Wade P. Wezdecki A. Curran C. Ellis T. Zermatten P.
Peterson T. Harris A. Lucas Z. Grunewald P. Trauscht MA&B.
Kaiser T. Thopmson M. Nuxoll J. Mnichowicz J. Vollmert L.
Baum M. Brodkorb L. Battin L. Gryzlo K.




THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

This Sunday we continue in the theme of

watchfulness presented in last week's gospel. However, as
we continue to prayerfully watch and wait for the second?@y of the Lord. We should learn a lesson from Gl be

coming of Christ, John the Baptist calls our attentitihe

more patient with all of life's experiences. Petedmmunity

need for repentance and a change of heart which wiWas so absorbed by their present concerns thaiwey

enable us to recognize Christ in the present momeant.

wjoften oblivious to the future. Peter is callingrtinto be more

the desert prepare the way of the Lord! Make straight iware of the future coming of the Lord.

the wasteland a highway for our God!"

The gospel introduces John the Baptist who is the

Throughout the history of the Jewish people, theymain focus of the Second and Third Sundays of Adven
looked for and named the Day of the Lord. This was theJohn is the one who prepares the people for thengaoh

expectation of God coming to the people and fulfilling H

the Lord through Baptism. The Jews expected God to

every promise. In the New Testament, authors such agPpear, open the gates of heaven, and pour o&tis
Peter and Mark are attempting to translate this notion of/Pon them. John the Baptist is the precursor ofsGaion
the Day of the Lord into Christian terms. We have come tc@nd prepares the people by pouring water over &rem
know it as the second coming of Christ. But all threeunf o~ Calling them to repentance. John calls us to peearway
authors would agree that preparation is key to ourOf the Lord through active lives of repentance and

recognition of the Lord when He comes. We must workPreparation. John is also the prophet who starttie at
each day to develop our relationship with God antth wi threshold of the New Testament. In John the Oldahesnt

one another. To live in mercy and kindness is tdytr

prepare the way of the Lord

comes to a close and preparation begins for the New
Testament in the birth and ministry of Jesus. Wghirsay

Our first reading is taken from Second Isaiah orthat John holds both the present and the futugr®es.

what has come to be known as the Book of thefirst, he calls the people to Baptism to preparéhie
Consolation of lIsrael.In this book, lIsaiah literally ~coming of the Messiah. This would be the presedtthe
consoles the people as they prepare to return from thefréparation for the Incarnation. He also calls be Wvear
exile in Babylon. The curious fact is that they returnthis gospel two thousand years later to repenpagjpare
because of the goodness and kindness of Cyrus the pagi@ the second coming of Christ. He calls us tgare for
king. It teaches the lIsraelites as well us that God'$he future. Let us take the time this week to repen
presence is made manifest in many and often unexpectedethink) our lives and ask the Lord for the sjtérto

ways. What the people come to experience in thairme
from exile is the redeeming presence of God. Thehaiop

Isaiah sees his role as prophet as one that calistdi

prepare and be prepared for His coming.
On next Sunday, December 11th, there will be a
special collection to help the retired religioukisTis a

proclaim from the rooftop the Lord's love and mercy. Thishationwide collection and benefits the many nuisgers,

is the emancipation of the whole people of Israzdlen
possible only through the love and power of God

brothers, and priests who have given countless yéar
service to the Church for many generations. Please

The second reading comes from the Second Letter generous!

Peter. We are accustomed to Paul's letters asecond
reading at Mass. However, Peter's letter contains
important lesson for the season of Advent. We kiawthe
Christians of the first century expected the Loedu3 to
return at any moment. Their entire lives were omgh
around that hope. However, time in terms of what th

people interpreted as a delay, began to beconaity keith

which they needed to live. Their response was dne o

confusion, anger, and impatience with God. In thitet, we
see that Peter just like Paul in his letters, néedevelop a
theology of the second coming. It became obvioufhdm
that Jesus was not returning immediately. Petehésahis
people that for God there is no sense of time aknow it.
We humans are trapped in time and therefore ikdéessary

This year we will celebrate the Sacrament of
aReconciliation on Tuesday, Decembef' 1& 7:00 p.m.
This is an opportunity for reconciliation as wedlan
evening of penitential prayer. | hope that manyaaf will
take advantage of this evening. This will provide a
excellent opportunity to prepare ourselves spititder the
proper celebration of Christmas.
Please remember the Advent Giving Tree in the
Gathering Area. It is important that we providesl&stunate
families with an opportunity for Christmas joy and
celebration.
May | thank all of you for your continued genergsit
to St. Theresa Parish. With the troubled economeyneed to
keep our collections high enough to pay the hillplease do

for us to practice patience with one another and with Gog//Nat You can to increase the offertory collectidod bless

Peter began to interpret this delay as God's patieith us
and His allowance of more time for our preparatirthe

Msgr. Richard M. Zborowski
December 4, 2011
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Retirement Fund for the Religious School Sister of St. Francis Dorothy Bucko, 80,

Collection Next Weekend, (pipt_ured at the left in _1969 and 2011), was drawr_l to
religious life by the sisters who taught at her high
December 10-11 school. She entered her congregation in 1949 and
Please be generous! served as a teacher and principal for many years. On
weekends, she played the organ at Mass and led the
children’s choir.

Augustinian Father Ronald Turcich, 81, pictured
in 1958 and 2011, began his journey in religious life
more than 60 years ago. Ordained in 1958, he spent
some 30 years as an educator and administrator in
Catholic schools before moving into parish ministry.

Today, Sister Dorothy still plays the organ, and
Father Ron still celebrates Mass every weekend.

Sister Dorothy and Father Ron, and thousands of
senior religious like them, worked for years for small
stipends. Their sacrifices now leave a substantial gap in
retirement funding. Your gift to the Retirement Fund
for Religious provides much-needed support for
prescription medications, nursing care, and more.

Please give to those who have given a lifetime.
Share in the Care
www.retiredreligious.org
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ALL WOMEN OF THE PARISH ARE INVITED TO THE
ST. THERESA WOMEN'S CLUB CHRISTMAS PARTY";%

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6 ﬁ}.
at 6:30 PM 8
in the Bernadine Suite of the Pauline Center :Iz.

We welcome you to join in a celebration of thelbwt Jesus Chrlstﬂ
and to participate in Christian fellowship with caembers. &
A delicious pizza dinner will be served. @

In the Spirit of Christmas, we suggest all attesdd@nate a gift card or non- perlshablg}

food item(s) to be used in Christmas Baskets ﬁ,}

which will be distributed to our less fortunate iparfamilies. <
(33

©

Please R.S.V.P. to the Parish office at 847-358776 "

and reference Women's Club Christmas Party. 28
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This Week in the Parish Your Gifft to God...and the Parish

Monday, December 5 Prior Year Year Actual
11:00 AM FR. ROSEMEYER'S BIBLE STUDY November 6 $27.258 $25761
7:00 PM MARIAN ROSARY DEVOTION
8:15 PM MASS IS CELEBRATED November 13 $23,731 $25,064
7:30 PM RCIA, PC November 20 $23,732 328
Wednesday, December 7 November 27 $21,385 $22,234
7:00 PM FEAST DAY VIGIL MASS
7:30 PM CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP, PC Total 6206 $101,295
Thursday, December 8 Please let us know if you have moved . We need b
HOLY DAY parishioner records current. Please call to give ugour new
FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION phone number, address, or other information.
MASSES AT 6:30 & 8:00 AM & 7:00 PM Call 847-358-7760.
Friday, December 9 :
8:00 AM MASS Baptisms

8:30 AM EUCHARISTIC ADORATION begins.
3:.00 PM HOLY HOUR to pray for vocations to the
priesthood and for our St. Theresa priests.

5:00 PM BENEDICTION

Sunday, November 20, 2011
Sofia Isabelle Valentin
Daniel Valentin
Saturday, December 10 Sunday, November 27, 2011

7:00 AM MEN'S GROUP FOR PRAYER & STUDY, PC William Bernard Gaan
8:00 AM MASS Maya Kierdelewicz

Daisy Sunshine Liddy

. Mia Star Lidd
Please pray for those who have died. Conor Michael Ligbgott

% Ann DeMatteo o _
_ Welcome to our Christian Community!
Life has changed...not ended.

Thursday, December 8 is a Holy Day

300300 500 Bt Boo-Boe- Bre- B e Do

The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Dear Parishioners MASS TIMES: e
' Wednesday, December 7, @
PLEASE 7:00 PM Vigil Mass (‘?@a
Thursday, December 8
REM EM BER’ Masses at 6:30 & 8:00 AM & 7:00
that Christmas falls on a
Sunday this year. Therefore, there actually FLOWER MEMORIALS

will be two collections on Christmas Day, one

for the usual Sunday envelope and one for the Remember Your Loved Ones with Christmas

Flower Memorials.

special Christmas envelope. We need to keep Christmas plants will decorate our Christmas
the parish moving ahead in this delicate altar. Envelopes are placed at the church en-
economy so | certainly appreciate all of your trancesFill it out with your name and the
generous offerings to the parish. name of the one you wish to honor (please

print!) and place it in the collection basket next
Gratef_u”y’ week. Costs are listed on the envelope.

Msgr. Richard For the name to be listed in the Christmasulletin, your

donation must be received by December 15!

hAARARRARIARIARAARAARARRARIARAARIARAARARMARMARMARMAAAAAARAARIARIARMAMIAMAAMARRARRARMARSARAAAL

CHRISTMAS WREATH PICK-UP REMINDER... to everyone that ordered Christmas wreaths from the

Knights of Columbus, your wreaths can be picked up today after all massepatishegarage located behind thé
school. If you didn’t have a chance to pre-order your wreath, they have extra wredtitdeafor purchase.

Lt A A Ll L e

e
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St. Theresa Parishioners Who Walk to Church, Pleashote!
In light of the recent tragic accident at the corner of Northwest kghway and Benton Streets, the Palatine Police

Department has notified St. Theresa of the following:
1.Northwest Highway is a State of Illinois highway and its conditions camot be changed by the Village or the

County.
2. The Palatine Police Department and the State of Illinois ighway Department have carefully
observed the traffic patterns and traffic light timing since the acident.

3.The Police Department asks all parishioners and others who uiee crosswalk at Northwest
Highway and Benton to use the button on the light pole and wait urtihe light turns green. It gives
the pedestrian time to cross the street as well as 40 extra secenid also regulates the yellow light.

4. The Department also warns that at dusk and in the dark, drivers cannaee pedestrians!

5. If you use that crossing at night, it might be wise to have a refl®c someplace on your clothing.

OPLATKI for Sale
Oplatki, the European Christmas wafer, is
available at the Reception Office in the
Pauline Center. On Saturdays and
Sundays, the Office is open from 8:30 AM to 2:00 PM.
(4 in a package)

Advent Candles for Sale
Three purple, One pink

Suitable for an
Advent wreath

Marian Rosary Devotion December, 2011 Schedule
TheQueen of PeacRosary Devotion is held every Monday nighBat Theresa Parish
7:00 p.m. Chaplet of Divine Mercy, Joyful, Sorrowful, and Glorious Mystdes of the Rosary
8:15 p.m. The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass
A priest is available for Confession

December 5 at St. Theresa Fr. Charles Becker, Marian Prayer Group Apostolate will offer the Mass.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will take place before Magsing at 7:00 PM

December 12 at St. Theresa  Fr. Matthew DeBloc of St. Mary’s in Elgiwill offer the Mass.

December 19 at St. Theresa Fr. Matthew Gamber, SMill offer the Mass.
December 26 at St. Theresa Fr. Steve Bauer, Chaplain of the Newmam@ at the University of lllinois at
Circle Campuswill offer the Mass

For information callHeather at (847) 848-5205 or Szymon (847) 718-0&dDiane (847) 934-1232.
Please do not call St. Theresa's or St. Joseph’s Home

You can still join us for Christmas for Adults

P # $% $3&" $$&" ((S8h&" )

e + +
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The Ministry of Care office is
the central point in our
parish community for
outreach, resources and
referrals. Deacon Stephen
Norys, Coordinator
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Christmas Mass Schedule, 2011
Christmas Eve

Saturday, December 24

The ST. NICHOLAS PRAYER
FEAST DAY, DECEMBER 6

St. Nicholas, Bishop of the East, we invite Yagu
to come among us and to
grant us Your Holy Blessing
Help us in this busy, busy
season not to miss the Mira¢
of the Coming of Emmanuel
in the days of preparation as
well as on the Feast itself.

o

Protect us from insincerity.
May every greeting we sen
be signed with love,
friendship and prayer.
May our greetings, so writte
be fun to open and
treasures to keep.

&N

-

Kind St. Nicholas,
protect us from shopper’s fatigue
Show us how to take delight in the marketplace, how

transformed in beauty, lights and music.
Save us from all anxiety overhat to give so that
we may concentrate drow to give.

Stand by the stepladder

as we decorate our homes and trees and Jives.

May our decorations not be mute
but rather singing symbols,
Sacred Signs of the Evergreen
Coming of the Lord of Life.
Help us to remember that mistletoe, holly,
and all other ornaments of the season, were
sacred signs tancient believers.

But, most of all,
Jolly Saint
of Toys and Sweets,
help us to stay youthful, humorous, playful

3:00 PM -ChristmagPageant & Children’s Choir

5:00 PM—Mass  Liturgical Ensemble and dream-filled

as we prepare together for the Coming of Christ with
Advent longing.
St. Nicholas, pray fous.
Amen+

Christmas Midnight
Sunday, December 25
12:00 AM Midnight Mass

Schola Choir with flute & violin There is an old custom of putting children’s shoe

outside the bedroom door on the night before St.
Nicholas Day. In the morning they are filled with
candy or cookies and fruit!

2]

Christmas Day Masses at
8:00 AM, 10:00 AM & 12:00 Noon




Page 8

OUR ANNUAL CHRISTMAS
GIVING TREE

During Advent we have the opportunity to realize
the deeper purpose of gift-giving through the
custom of having a Giving Tree in our church.

The Ministry of Care, the Knights of Columbus, St. Vincent DePaul,
St. Theresa Women'’s Club and the children from Religious Education
arrange to have certificates for food, clothing or toys placed in the Christmas
baskets which will be distributed @ecember 20ththis year.
The Giving Tree can help to link Christmas gift-giving to the Christian love
that marks all those who follow the One born at Bethlehem.

HERE'S HOW YOU CAN HELP!
PROCEDURE: Take an envelope

1. Take an envelope from tkBving Tree in our Gathering Area from the tree!

2. Put your gift in the envelope. The gift can behcasqift certificate or a check made out
to : St. Theresa Ministry of Care.

3. Return your envelope in the regular collectiasket byDecember 11th
or drop it off at the Reception Office in the PaaliCenter.

4. We will buy a gift certificate frorkurofresh, K-Mart, Target, Jewel, or Payless Shoes.

5. The qift certificate will be placed in tiessist-A-Family Christmas baskets for the needy in
our parish and the surrounding communitipenember 17thn the church Gathering Area.
OR...

YOU CAN HELP A LOCAL FAMILY THROUGH OUR CHRISTMAS
ASSIST-A-FAMILY GIVE THE GIFT OF FOOD!

We have a list of families in need whose Christmas celebration coufthbraad by either the gift of
food or the gift of “all the fixins” for a holiday dinner. Dominicks, JeweEurofresh gift certificates
are also very welcome. We invite you to call:

Deacon Norys at 847-358-7760
for more information.
Our holiday baskets will be distributed on:
Saturday, December 17th in the church Gathering Ara

Dear Parishioners:

This year we have shared one of the greatest gifiehe ability to
be a blessing to other§hank you for taking an envelope from the
GIVING TREE. Your generous gifts and donations go a long way
in helping spread the joy of CHRISTMAS...both in the lives of
others and your own life. May God bless you for sharing your
blessings & may you have a blessed New Year!

Ministry of Care  Deacon Stephen Norys
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Families of Nazareth Extend An Invitation
Join us for meditation and reflection as we read excerpts from the book
The Gift of Faith by Fr. Tadeusz Dajczer

When: Saturday mornings from 9 - 10 am
(feel free to come early - after the 8:00 am Mass - for fellowship aneegoff
Where: Pauline Center

For a good Catholic review of this book, visit www.mycatholicfaith.orgclick on ‘podcasts’ and then
scroll down to Oct 3rd and Oct 24th.

What will we do? We will begin and end with prayer. We will read an excerptTiwrGift of Faith,
followed by questions for reflection and personal faith sharing.
Copies of the readings will be provided, so you won't need a copy of the book.

For more information, contadennifer Kim atfnmidwest@familiesofnazareth.us

Pray to End Abortions Evening of Recollection for Men
On Saturday, December 10all parishioners are invited on Wednesday, December 14
to join members of the parish Respect Life Committee Given by the priests of the Prelature of Opus Dei
when we pray the Rosary outside an abortion mill located WEDNESDAY, December 14
in Des Plaines. We will meet in the parking lo8z80 7:30 PM--9:30 PM
AM outside the Day Chapel at St. Theresa Church At St. Joseph's Home
and return by 10:15 AM. Transportation will be (on Northwest Highway, across from Palatine Inn)
available for those who are able to join us. Please make For more information call:
an effort to support this important cause. Phillip Zarob at 847-358-1998

Prayer Partners for Life
With the arrival of Advent, we begin preparing for the birth of Our Lord on Chrssiag. Just as Mary
looked forward to the birth of her Son, we also should begin preparing for His “rebirth” Inearis and
minds. One step in our preparation is to ask our Blessed Mother to assist expectimg amuttiathers to wel-
come the birth of their child. We invite our Prayer Partners and parishioneestteeuSeason of Advent to
pray for a Culture of Human Life in our nation, from conception to natural death.

Let us remember the babies and small children recently kille and/or abused
by their parents and caregivers.
Dear Jesus and Mother Mary,
Watch over our babies and children who live in dangerous conditions. Protect them from harhmaats of
their parents and caretakers. Give their parents and caregivers thedopatience to give gentle and loving
care to the babies and children entrusted to them.

Facing an unintended pregnancy?You are not alone. Call 1-800-395-HELP.
Hurting from abortion? You are loved. Call 1-888-456-HOPE.

Baptismal Robe Sewing Coordinator Still Needed!
The Baptismal Ministry is in need of a person to co-otditiee Baptismal Robe Sewing Ministry. These white, baby
robes are given to the families on the day of Baptism. We are most grat8fiddan Nottoli who has coordinated this

project for over 10 years. Sewing talent is not a nece8diyase call Susan Nottoli,(847)358-9589 for details.
Deacon Steve Norys



Page 10

dear Padre

Why doesn't the term
immaculate conceptiolso
apply to Jesus' conception?

| know Immaculate Conception refers to Mary's
conception because she was born without originat.s
But since Jesus was also born without original s
wouldn't that term refer to his conception as well?
Christine

in,

Dear Christine Sunday: Second Sunday of Advent
’ . Tuesday: St. Nicholas

The dogma of the Immaculate Conception asserts th&Wednesday‘ St. Ambrose
Mary was free of the stain of original sin from the time Thursday: ) Thé Immaculate Conception of the
she was conceived. Jesus was also free of theobtaiiginal ’ Blessed Virgin Mary
sin, but his conception by Mary is referred to he|t Friday: St. Juan Diego
Incarnation of Christ. ' '

In the Roman Catholic liturgical calendar, Mary's

conception is celebrated on December 8, and herTREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

birthday is celebrated exactly nine months later| on

September 8. Likewise, Christ's conception is celeth
March 25, and his birthday is celebrated exactly
months later on December 25.

Mary's

on December 8, 1854, in his apostolic constitution
Ineffabilis Deus:"That the Most Blessed Virgin Mary
was preserved from all stain of original sin in firet
instant of her conception, by a singular grace |an

privilege of Almighty God...has been revealed by God
and must, therefore, firmly and constantly be beli ved/

by all the faithful."
Byron Miller, CSs
sundaybulletins@liguori.or

inevery tree within reach. Sometimes, even tietacks

Immaculate Conception was celebrated
many centuries before Pope Pius IX defined it as d grr&

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Is 35:1-10; Lk 5:17-26
Tuesday: Is 40:1-11; Mt 18:12-14
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31; Mt 11:28-30
Thursday: Gn 3:9-15, 20; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12;
Lk 1:26-38
Friday: Is 48:17-19; Mt 11:16-19
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Mt 17:9a, 10-13
Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; Lk 1:46-50, 53-54;

1 Thes 5:16-24; Jn 1:6-8, 19-28

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES

From outer space, the United States must $
peculiarly aglow these nights: we have strung lights

earrings twinkle with “microlights.” Clearly, somethi
is afoot: there is a deep-down yearning for the worl
hange. Yet, John the Baptist would probably be
,unplugging most of these lights if he had the chance.
today’s Gospel he turns people away from his baptis
repentance. “Give some evidence that you me
Dreform!” he cries.

What meaning do our holiday lights convey |for
ou? In the deep and dark countryside, a single candle
glowing in a window can be seen for miles. It signals
welcome and readiness; it is a beacon guiding strangers to
the door, a token of a warm hearth, a loving embrace, a
sign that those who have placed the candle are awake and
waiting. This year, set the timers aside, and each night as
you light the candles in your windows, pray: “May Christ
find an eager welcome here. May this household be filled
with the light of his word.” One candle at a time, our faith
community can reclaim the meaning of the light
Advent hope.

—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

MEASURING SUCCESS
Success is to be measured not so much by th
position that one has reached in life as by the obstacles

that one has overcome while trying to succeed.
—Booker T. Washingto

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

| am the Immaculate Conception.
—Words of Our Lady to St. Bernadette Soubirous airtles, 185
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455 N. Benton St.
Palatine, Il 60067
Phone: 847-358-7760
Fax:847-202-8941
Website:
www.sttheresachurch.org
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