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Liturgical Schedule for Saturday and Sunday, May 8 & 9    Ministers please note-*= wash vessels after Mass  

 
Minister(s) 

Saturday 
5:00 PM 

Sunday 
7:00 AM 

Sunday  
8:30 AM 

Sunday  
10:00 AM 

Sunday  
11:30 AM 

CELEBRANT Fr. Paul Viatorian Viatorian Fr. Andrzej Msgr. Richard 

DEACON Richard Pizzato Larry Schumacher Louis Riccio Stephen Norys  

LECTOR Neva O’Laughlin Ann N. Schwind Bethany Vandercar Julie Towers Kathie Pizzato 

CANTOR Bill Neurauter Ann Backys Kathy Zimmermann Paul Wood Bob Heselbarth  

ACCOMPANIST Lit. Ensemble Bob Moffett Jack Graf  Contemp. Group Adult Choir 

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 

Peuvion J&T. * 
Caruk F. * 
Valliere P.* 
Valliere M.  
Brooks, Jr. K. 
Combs J  
Hansen P. 
Owens N. 
Fox M. 
  

 Feifar A. * 
Beane M. * 
Beane M. * 
Des Chatelets R 
Galvan T. 
Zak M.  
Zak B. 
Schwind AN. 
Russ D. 
Thompson M. 

 Hirn N. *  
Raupp N. * 
Lucas Z. * 
Hegg K&W.  
Nuxoll J.  
Bornarth D.  
Brennan P. 
Keating N. 
Deyhle R. 
  

 Brigham M. *  
Bochek L. * 
Appel C. * 
Gryzlo K.  
Ellis T. 
Bianchi L. 
Miklius L  
Schuh J. 
Struble P.  
Roman E. 

 De Zutti J. * 
Magnone J. * 
Gervasi S. * 
Kliarsky D.  
Solans P&E. 
Mossage A. 
Towers J. 
Byrns R. 
McCain M.  

ALTAR  
SERVERS 

Lev B. 
Lev A. 
Cardoza K. 
Cardoza L. 
  

Feifar B. 
Mascari G. 
Madden M. 
Avila J. 

Ryan M. 
Ryan J. 
Weidner R. 
O'Kane K. 
  

O'Brian K. 
O’Sullivan AM. 
O’Sullivan M. 
Nelson J. 
  

O'Brian K. 
O’Sullivan AM. 
O’Sullivan M. 
Nelson J. 
  

Please pray for all our sick parishioners, family mem-
bers, friends &  loved ones, especially,     

David Avelino 
Steve Barath  

Maria Casanova 
Ryan Concannon (age 8) 

Paul Coogan 
Enrique Fierro 

Robert Finnegan 
Carleen Fuller  
Rafael Garcia  
Dee Gaulke 

Joseph Golota 
Fred Hoffman 
Vince Iuorio 

Veronica Johnson 
Ronald Johnston 
Tom Kendzior 
Connie Kenny 
Nancy Klein 

Mariola Kosinski 
Donald Lewan 
Shirley Lewan 
Hilda Marin 

Sam McCloud (age 4) 
John McLaughlin 

Molly Mier  (age 3) 
Walter (Bud) Mitchell 

Marilyn O’Donnell 
Rick Oehme 

Jacob Osburn (8 mos.) 
Joseph Peloso 

John Petrikas, Jr. 
Infant Carmine Pietrini 

Ralph Ray 
Desi Roman 

Dale Schafernak 
Judith Schafernak 

Emil Solans 
Melissa Sutton 

John Swafford, Jr. 
Terry Swensen 

Rob Tokar 
Marge Tortorella 
Justine Vaughan  
Gertrude Walsh 

Helen Weber 
Peter Weingart 
Vivian Welch 
Bill Wilwers  

Norb Wojdyla 
Delanie Young 

Richard Zborowski, Sr. 

 Mass Intentions for This Week 
Monday, May 3 
    6:30   Daniel Ruff    St. Theresa Bridge Couples 
    8:00    Jane Lindholm    Diana & Bill Welk 
Tuesday, May 4 
    6:30   Aida Guss    St. Theresa Religious Education 
    8:00   Barton Donile    Feifar Family 
Wednesday,  May 5 
     6:30  Maria Theresa Gagliano   DeBiase & Fernandes Families 
    8:00   Special intention for Richard Klass   Roger Klass 
Thursday, May 6 
    6:30   St. Theresa Purgatorial Society 
     8:00 Edward Marshall  St. Theresa Women's’ Club    
Friday, May 7 
 6:30 Gloria Guindon    M. Amirante 
 8:00 Vincent Puccio   Friends from the 8:00 AM Mass 
Saturday, May 8 
      8:00  Multi: Kevin McCarthy 
    5:00 John Mack 
Sunday, May 9 
   7:00    Fred Schwind    Family 
   8:30    For Parishioners 
  10:00   Sally Warren    Loretta Settergren  
   11:30 Multi-intention: Marion Skora/ Mary Jane Ziemke/ 
Rosa Anesi/ Gayle Reckamp Photokarmbumrung  
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THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 At this point in the Easter Season we are making 
our way to the celebration of the Ascension of the Lord. 
In today's gospel, Jesus tells the Apostles that He will 
only be with them for a short time. This episode takes 
place at the Last Supper just prior to our Lord's suffering 
and death. Just as Jesus prepared the Apostles for their 
role as leaders in the Church, Jesus also prepares us dur-
ing the Easter Season to realize that we must be faithful 
disciples who will continue His work here on earth. How-
ever, the real lesson of and for discipleship is contained in 
today's gospel. The lesson is this: the glory that Jesus is 
talking about at the Last Supper is not the glory of the 
resurrection or the Ascension alone; rather, it is the glory 
of the Cross, which is the way to the resurrection and the 
Ascension. Total self-sacrifice is the key to discipleship 
and eternal life. In John's gospel, John constantly empha-
sizes the glory of Christ - the glory that is made possible 
by the Cross. For John, even the passion and death of 
Christ are not avenues of humiliation but opportunities for 
glory. So at this point in the Easter Season, the Church 
through the gospel of John is returning us to the 
reflections of Lent and Holy 
Week. In other words, the two 
seasons of Lent and Easter 
form a constant cycle of experi-
ence in our Christian lives. The 
glory of resurrection gives us the 
strength to face the Cross and the Cross calls us 
to the glory of the resurrection and eternal life. Jesus tells 
the Apostles that He will only be with them for a short 
time. As He prepares to leave them, Jesus gives them a 
new commandment of love. In His absence it is the prac-
tice of this commandment that will keep His death and 
resurrection alive for all people. Each time that you and I 
perform an act of love we are ascending the Cross. How? 
Well, in order to love I must first die to my own needs 
and desires in preference for the needs and desires of an-
other. When I truly act in love, I then experience a feeling 
of renewal and resurrection. This death and resurrection 
cycle takes place each time that I love and each time that I 
love I am making present to the world the death and res-
urrection of Christ. The Easter event lives on in every act 
of love! 

In the continuing story from the Acts of the 
Apostles, Paul and Barnabas continue their missionary 
journey. They retrace their steps back to Antioch, which 
is the center for the mission to the Gentiles. Along the 
way Paul appoints elders or leaders for the various com-
munities who will continue his work and endure many 
hardships for the sake of the faithful. Paul was well aware 
of the death and resurrection theme of the Christian life. 

In this particular section of Acts, which began last Sun-
day ,Paul often alludes to the Suffering Servant Songs of 
Isaiah. Paul probably saw himself as a suffering servant 
for Christ. As we remember, Isaiah defined the Suffering 
Servant as the perfect servant who was willing to follow 
God perfectly and offer his life if necessary. This is ex-
actly what we are called to do in order to fulfill the com-
mandment to love. Paul and Barnabas urge the communi-
ties to remain faithful and to rejoice in the call of Gentiles 
to join the Church. 
 The second reading continues from the Book of 
Revelation. John is painting a beautiful picture of heaven 
for the early church communities that are suffering con-
stant persecution. These passages also offer hope to us 
2000 years later. John is describing a new Jerusalem, a 
time when God will live among His people and we 
will all be one. Death will no longer be 

known and we will live to-
gether in peace and joy. The 
earthly Church is the place 
of preparation for these 

coming events; however, John 
is letting us know that many suffering 

and trials need to be endured along the way. But 
again, we, the Church, must hold out the hope of the 

new Jerusalem and the promise of everlasting life. This 
requires personal sacrifice and the desire to live Christ's 
new commandment of love. 

This weekend we celebrated First Holy Com-
munion with our second graders and their families. This 
is one of the longest lived experiences in the Catholic 
mind. We say "thank you" to all the parents and teachers 
who prepared their children for this event. Spring is a per-
fect time to celebrate this sacrament and I hope that eve-
ryone who attended had a wonderful time. 

Today we will celebrate May Crowning at the 
10:00 a.m. Mass. This has become a very popular devo-
tion once again and our children will be actively partici-
pating in this event. I would like to invite everyone to this 
celebration as we honor our Blessed Mother. In fact, the 
entire month of May is devoted to our Lady. Pray the ro-
sary and ask her to intercede for us! 

May God bless you and give His peace! 
May God keep you safe this coming week! 
 

Msgr. Richard M. Zborowski  
May 2, 2010 
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St. Theresa School Presents:   
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CORRECTION!! PLEASE NOTE!!  
   THE LUNCHEON IS ON  

Tuesday, May 11th 

 in the Dolan Center Lower Level 
Walker and Wheel –chair accessible 

 
                                          10:45 – 11:00  Arrival 

      11:00 – 11:30  Bingo 
11:30 - 12:30  Lunch 

                    12:30 – 1:00 Entertainment 
 

Please R.S.V.P. by May 4th! 
Call the School at 847-359-1820 between 8:00 AM and 3:00 PM 

or 
Return this form to the Pauline Center Parish Office, 455 N Benton Street, Palatine Il 60067 

or 
Put in the box in the Gathering Area 

 
Name________________________________ Number Attending_____����

Where Ya’ From? 
     This is a Chicago question. And the question was answered...if you were a Chicago native...with the name 
of the parish where you lived. To name your parish immediately gave your geographical location and probably 
your ethnic group.  
        

We'd like to get to know YOU! 
 

  The Soul of St. Theresa is planning a feature to find out  where our parishioners come from. 
  If you’d like to take part, please answer the following simple questions...   

 

1.  What parish did you grow up in?...in what city?  
   2.  Did you attend Catholic school?  Where? 

   3. What high school did you attend? 
         4.  How long have you lived in St. Theresa Parish? 

  5.  Tell us how a priest or a nun had a positive influence on your life.  
   

Please email your answers to: (or drop them off at the Pauline Center Office) 

Maria Goldstein at editorofthesoul@yahoo.com by this Thursday, May 6th. 
 

Thank you so much for your help.  We can't wait to hear from you! 
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            Prior Year Year Actual 
 

May 2     $26,794 
 

May 9     $31,231 
 

May 16     $23,837 
 

May 23     $21,135 
 

May 30     $24,643  
 

Total for May ‘09 $127,640 
 

Total for April ‘10   $76,928 
 
 Please let us know if you have moved . We need to keep  
parishioner records current. Please call to give us your new 
phone number, address, or other information. Call Sandra 
Pierce at  847-358-7760.  

Monday, May 3 
MARIAN ROSARY, C, 7:00 PM  
RCIA, PC, 7:30 PM 
 

Tuesday, May 4 
FAMILIES OF NAZARETH, PC, 7:30 PM 
 

Wednesday, May 5 
PRAYER GROUP, PC, 7:30 PM 
 

Friday, May 7 
OVER NIGHT EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
starts after the 8:00 AM Mass on Friday and 
continues until 7:00 PM Mass. Adoration then 
continues until Benediction at 7:45AM on 
Saturday morning. 
 
 

Holy Hour at 3:00 PM to pray for vocations to the 
priesthood and for our St. Theresa priests. 
 

Saturday, May 8 
MEN’S GROUP FOR PRAYER & STUDY, PC, 7:00 AM 

Cookbooks for Sale! 
K of C Ladies Auxiliary Recipes 

 

this  weekend, May 1 & 2,  
in the Gathering Area 

 

Early sale at $14 —Later $15 
  Books delivered in late May 

 

Early Sale Certificates available  
for Mother’s Day 

650 recipes in a 3 ring binder! 

The Bread and Wine for the Eucharist this week  
are offered in honor of the 

49th Wedding Anniversary of 
Roberta & Ronald Sowizrol 

 

Please keep them in your prayers this week. 

Mother’s Day Flowers 

WILL BE ON SALE NEXT WEEKEND   
To Benefit Women’s Centers 

     Flowers are a Mother’s favorite!  St. Theresa’s 
Respect Life Committee will sell beautiful bouquets 
of fresh cut flowers after all Masses on Saturday, 
May 8 and Sunday, May 9.  You’ll find the perfect 
bouquet from a stunning array of roses, carnations, 
and mixed floral arrangements in a rainbow of col-
ors. Each bouquet is wrapped in tissue and ready to 
present to your Mother...Stepmother...Mother-in-
law...or Grandmother. 

     The proceeds from your 
purchase will be used to 
help teen girls and young 
women who are in a crisis 
pregnancy situation and 
need assistance. Please sup-
port this life-saving work of The 
Women’s Centers of Greater 
Chicagoland.   

Attention Eucharistic Ministers  
to the Homebound! 

Pyx are missing again from the sacristy. 
The pyx are there for your convenience and must 

be returned after you make your Communion 
 call so that others can use them.  
All the pyx are presently missing! 

Please pray for those who have died. 
Agustin Benjamin 

Theresa Cunningham 
Life has changed...not ended. 

  Baptism  
Sunday, April 25 

Emma Bryn McGoldrick 
 

Welcome to our Christian Community! 
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May Crowning of the Blessed Virgin Mary at Marian Rosary Devotion 
Monday evening, May 10 at 8:15 (before Mass) 

All are invited. Coffee & refreshments served after Mass. 
 

The Children’s May Crowning will be held at the 10:00 AM Mass today, May 2. 

        
 
 
 
 

Information is available on the Youth Ministry table in the gathering space or on the parish website. Parents, 
don’t forget to submit your child’s completed Liability Waiver &  Permission Form to the parish office as soon as 
possible so your child can begin to participate in the youth ministry program and the upcoming program events. 

ADULT VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED  
MINIMAL TIME COMMITMENT PER MONTH  

 

Call Diane at the Office of Youth Ministry 
847-358-7760 Extension #117�

����� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 ��


 � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � �
 � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � ��

 

All Night Eucharistic Vigil on the  
First Friday of Every Month 

 

This Friday, May 7, is the next date.  
Adoration starts after the 8:00 AM Friday Mass and continues  until Mass at 7:00 PM.  

 Adoration then continues through the night until 
Benediction at 7:45 AM on Saturday. 

 

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus, and the Respect Life Committee   
Help Defend Life and  Strengthen your Faith! 

 

 For information & to sign up, please call: 
  the St. Theresa Office at 847-358-7760. 

Dear Friends, 
Thank you for your donation to the Bishop Abramowicz Seminary. Your support helps to provide for the needs 

of the program and the housing and education of seminarians from Poland who are studying English language and 
American culture at Bishop Abramowicz Seminary. They have made a great commitment to the church in Chicago by 
leaving family and home to study with us. Your contribution to the seminary is your gift of thanks to them. 

     Gratefully yours in Christ, 
   Very Rev. Marek Kasperczuk Rector 

A Thank You 
from Father Marek 
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The Ministry of Care office is 
the central point in our 
parish community for 
outreach, resources and 
referrals.   Deacon Stephen 
Norys, Coordinator 

Imagine Being Unable 
to Feed Your Child 

Rebeka lost everything in a fire. She and her 
four-year old daughter were hungry and alone 

when they came to Catholic Charities for shelter. 
With our help, Rebeka rediscovered an inner 

strength and rebuilt her life. She found 
a better job and saved enough to move into a 

new apartment. 
We are here with open arms, offering 159 
programs for anyone in need across Cook 

and Lake Counties, but we need your help now. 

Please give generously to the Catholic Charities 
Mother’s Day Appeal. 

Catholic Charities 2010 
Mother’s Day Appeal 
Next Weekend, May 8-9 

Be the Safety Net for 
Anyone in Need 

“Out on the streets, I’ve seen some stuff that 
I wouldn’t wish on anybody. I was homeless for two 

years. Catholic Charities saved my life. I didn’t 
believe that I’d be here today.” 

Our life-saving work only happens because 
of you. A hot meal, a home, professional help 
to become self-sufficient – all are provided 
through your gift to the Catholic Charities 

Mother’s Day Appeal. Thank you. 

The next Food Pantry is the 
weekend of  
may 15-16. 

MOST NEEDED ARE: 
Laundry Detergent,  

Juice, Kleenex 
Canned Fruit, Paper Towels 

Baby Food, Large Size Diapers 

Ten things you should know about  
Catholic Charities... 

1. We serve  anyone in need regardless of their race, eth-
nic background or religious affiliation. 

2. We helped more than 1 million people last year. 

3. We have 159 programs at 156 sites in Cook and Lake 
counties. 

4. Our shelter programs provided more than 1,600 people 
with a safe place to sleep last year. 
5. Each week we invite hundreds of hungry and homeless 
men, women and children to have a meal at our supper 
programs. 

6. Every year, we provide a safe harbor to hundreds of 
women and their children escaping domestic violence 
and abuse. 

7. Every month, we provide food, clothing and shelter to 
more than 10,000 people with critical needs. 
8. We provide over 1,300 affordable apartments to eld-
erly senior citizens on low, fixed incomes. 

9. Each day, we have to raise $700,000 to keep our pro-
grams serving all our clients.  

10. 92 cents of each dollar we raise goes directly to help 
people in need. 

Next Weekend, May 8-9, is the Annual 
Catholic Charities Mother’s Day Appeal. 

Please be as generous as you can!  
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St. Theresa School Accepting  
Registrations for 2010-2011  

St. Theresa School is accepting registration 
for Pre-K through 8th grade for the 2010/2011 school 

year.  STS offers 3 & 4 year old preschool options as well 
as half day and full day kindergarten.  Childcare is avail-
able for all students before and after school.  

Please contact the school office at  
847-359-1820 or visit us online at 

www.sttheresaschool.com. 

THE ST. THERESA PRAYER GROUP  
INVITES YOU TO THE 

Life in the Spirit Seminar  
held in the Pauline Center on Wednesdays  

Schedule:   May 5: Receiving God’s Gifts,  
May 12: Baptism in the Holy Spirit,  
May 19: Growth & Transformation  

For information, call Deacon Riccio at 847-358-7760. 

SOUL OF ST. THERESA Copy Due!�The Deadline is�Thursday, May 6 
Our next issue of the parish paper will close for materials on Thursday, May 6.  sharp.  It will be 

mailed in early June.  Please send any articles or news of your group's activities to 
Maria Goldstein@editorofthesoul@yahoo.com.  Or drop it off at the Pauline Center office.  

Pray to End Abortions  
On Saturday, May 8, all parishioners are invited to 
join members of the parish Respect Life Committee 
when we pray the Rosary outside an abortion mill 
located in Des Plaines. We will meet in the parking 
lot at 8:45 AM outside the Day Chapel at St. 
Theresa Church and return by 10:30 AM. Trans-
portation will be available for those who are able to 
join us. Please make an effort to support this impor-
tant cause. 
 

MEDITATION ON LIFE 
No More Death  

In today’s second reading we hear the promise, “there 
shall be no more death.” Death was not part of God’s 
original plan, and in Jesus Christ, he has conquered this 
ancient enemy of humanity. We who stand with Christ 
therefore stand with life. While many things destroy 
human life, nothing takes more lives than abortion. Ap-
proximately 1,287,000 unborn children were killed by 
abortion in the United States in 2003. By comparison, 
there were 17,732 homicides, 31,484 suicides, and 
109,277 deaths by accident in the United States in the 
same year. Death still does its work in the world, but 
cannot have the final word any longer. Let us love and 
serve life, and proclaim life eternal in Jesus Christ! 

St. Joseph’s Auxiliary Holds a 
Gala & Luncheon  

The Gala is on Sunday, May 16 
Amazing Grace Gala at the Stonegate Banquet Hall 

Guest speakers: Dr. & Mrs Gatz 
Dr. Gatz was miraculously cured of cancer through the 
intercession of St. Jeanne Jugan and it was this cure that 

led to her canonization last October. 
To make a reservation call Sr. Mary William or  

Diana Olson at 847-358-5700. 
Tickets:$150.00 

**************************************** 
Tuesday, May 18 

Luncheon at The Wellington of Arlington 
2121 S. Arlington Heights Rd. 

Arlington Heights, IL 
Reception at 11:30 AM 

Four course luncheon & raffle at 12:30 PM 
For more information and luncheon menu choices, please 

contact St. Joseph’s Home at 847-358-0075  
All proceeds from the luncheon & raffle will assist the 

Little Sisters of the Poor 
in their ministry of caring for the elderly poor. 

Are You Called to Religious Life?  
A program for young adults, ages 18-35, at  

The Cenacle Retreat Center,  

513 W. Fullerton Parkway, Chicago, IL  

May 4, 7:30-9:30 PM  
To register call Sr. Elyse at  

312-534-5240 or  

Email cava@archchicago.org 
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St. Theresa  
First Communion Class, 2010 

Agoranos, Ava  
Amegadjie, Kiran  
Amegadjie, Maiwen  
Annerino, Christina  
Balogh, Sean  
Bandalo, Antonio  
Barker, Emily  
Beaulieu, Mary  
Berg, Anna  
Bohlmann, Joseph  
Brinckerhoff, Emily  
Budzisz, Olivia  
Buergo, Esther  
Calabrese, Sophia  
Cardoza, Dylan  
Casbourne, Jacqueline  
Cassato, Alexander  
Cholewa, Artur  
Christopher, Allison  
Czerak, Sydney  
Dargis, Alexander  
Davis, Teresa  
DeAngelis, Sean  
Delaney, John Walter  
Dettloff, Joseph  
Dick, Rhiann  
Dirkes, William  
Feerick, Luke  
Filipiuk, Thomas  
Fiore, Michael  
Fisher, Alexandria  
Florack, Lucie  
Friel, Chase  
Galipeau, Shelby  
Gazda, Nathan  
Goedken, Timothy  
Gruszka, Luke  
Haddad, Matthew  
Hanlon. Daniel 
Harding, Liam  

Hayes, Keelyn  
Hessel, Georgia  
lannuzzelli, Louis  
Jennings, Benjamin  
Johanson, Sara  
Kaegi, Isabel  
Killigrew, Angela  
Kirchner, Christiana  
Klein, Caleigh  
Klujewski, Olivia  
Krewer, Anthony  
Kruto, Sydney  
LaDuke, Julia  
LaSalle, Connor  
Liddy, Macy  
Luczywek, Robert  
Macius, Emily  
Mahoney, Matthew  
Maj, Sara  
Markham, Rebecca  
Maslowski, Michele  
Massopust, Claudia  
Mayer, Thomas  
McDermott, Heather  
McDermott, Lauren  
Metzo, Fiona  
Miceli, Maya  
Michael, William  
Novak, Thomas  
Novosad, Brooke  
Nuzzo, Christine  
Oland, Nathan  
Olis, Matthew  
Ottesen, Timothy  
Paxton, Heather  
Peknik, Cameryn  
Petrikas, Noah  
Plizga, Matthew 
Poulos, Isabella Rose  
Presta, Gabriella  

Radtke, Olivia  
Rafalzik, Kaitlin  
Ranieri, Joseph  
Reaney, Grace  
Reddington, Catriona  
Reiser, Rebecca  
Ropelewski, Anna  
Rossbach, Michael  
Ryt, Andrzej  
Sadowski, Matthew  
Schelfhout, Gabrielle  
Schmidts, Hailey  
Schneider, Natalie  
Schoffstall, Jacob  
Schroeder, Liam  
Schumacher, Patrick  
Siciliano, Nathan  
Stein, Mackenzie  
Stengel, Mackenzie  
Stephen, Emmet  
Stevens, Sarah  
Stroka, Stephanie  
Strzalka, Elizabeth  
Szafraniec, Karina  
Tabb, John  
Tazouti, Anthony  
Tokar, Ryan  
Toth, Joshua  
Turner, Chloe  
Tuzzolino, Dominic  
Vandercar, Andrew  
Waldman, Andrea  
Weiss, Amanda  
Westerkamp, Jack  
Wiemer, Troy  
Zerrudo, Patrick  
Ziegler, Alexandra 
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dear Padre  
 

Am I saying the correct prayers? 
Are we supposed to pray a specific prayer after we genu-
flect and kneel in the pew before we take our seats? What 
about after Communion? I want to be sure I'm doing it cor-
rectly. 

Penny  
Dear Penny, 

There is no particular prayer to say when we gen-
uflect, enter the pew, and kneel for a while. Genu-
flecting  and  kneeling  are  powerful  expressions  and 
prayers in themselves—we kneel only to God. But these 
gestures can become mere routine unless we accompany 
them with a moment of awareness and recollection and 
maybe a prayer like "I adore you, O Christ, and I bless 
you, because by your holy cross you have redeemed the 
world." 

Neither are there required prayers to say in the moments 
after Holy Communion as we return to the pew. But this is a 
most special time. Giving it a name, we call it thanksgiving. 
It's a celebration of the astonishing passion and affection 
of Jesus in giving himself to us to eat and make part of 
ourselves. It's what gives us eternal life, the personal life 
of Jesus in that Bread we eat. It's what makes possible the 
living of a truly Christian life, the holy energy in that Body 
of Jesus. 

So much depends on awareness; so much depends on 
gratitude. Prayer books may help us enter a time of thanks-
giving. But surely we can know enough to say, "Jesus, I 
love you." 

John Hamrogue, C.Ss.R. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK  
Monday: 1 Cor 15:1-8; Jn 14:6-14 
Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28; Jn 14:27-31a 
Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6; Jn 15:1-8 
Thursday: Acts 15:7-21; Jn 15:9-11 
Friday:  Acts 15:22-31; Jn 15:12-17 
Saturday: Acts 16:1-10; Jn 15:18-21 
Sunday: Acts 15:1-2, 22-29, Ps 67; Rv 21:10-14,  
  22-23; Jn 14:23-29 
 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday: Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Monday: Ss. Philip and James 
Wednesday: Cinco de Mayo 
Thursday: National Day of Prayer 
Friday:  First Friday 
 
SAINTS PHILIP AND JAMES, APOSTLES 

May 3 
 Call Philip the gospel’s “Answer Man.” “Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?” Nathaniel asked 
Philip, who had proclaimed Jesus “the one about whom 
Moses wrote in the law, and also the prophets” (John 
1:45). Jesus asked Philip, “Where can we buy enough 
food for them to eat?” (John 6:5). Greeks brought Philip 
their request: “We would like to see Jesus” (John 12:21). 
Philip’s answer to each question: bring people to Jesus! 
At the Last Supper, finally, Philip had a request of his 
own: “Show us the Father!” (John 14:8). Jesus had three 
last questions for Philip: “You still don’t know me? How 
can you ask that? Don’t you believe?” And an answer: “I 
am in the Father and the Father is in me” (John 14:10). 
Today’s James is not John’s brother, Zebedee’s son, but, 
tradition says, author of the New Testament Letter of 
James, who died praying for his murderers in Jesus’ 
words: “Forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 
Few historical details for either saint, but lessons aplenty: 
Bring every question we have and everybody we meet to 
Jesus;  be, as James’ letter challenges, “doers of the word 
and not hearers only” (James 1:22).   

—Peter Scagnelli, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

CHURCH 
 “Church” in Greek means convocation, or assem-
bly in Latin, because all are called to be members of it. 

—St. Isidore 
 
SPIRITUAL READING 
 You will not see anyone who is truly striving af-
ter spiritual advancement who is not given to spiritual 
reading. 

—St. Athanasius 
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